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SUBJECTS Mactha Rose Chemical Status, January - March 1987 

PROMs Charles P, Hensley 
Chiefs EP&R/ENSV 

TO; Craig Smith 
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The Emergency Planning & Response Branch (EPSjR) has been overseeing the 
Hartha Rose Chemical facility on a bi-rapnthly basiso Each;visit often 
included an inspection pf the interior of the main.building. 

Please keep our On-Scene Cbordinatot (OSC) posted on decisions and 
discussions by your personnel concerning this site,. The following is a brief 
outline of those site visits. 

January 12g 1987 

On site with Russ Krohn (Weetcm/TAT), The following iteras were 
discussed; 

1, The OSC requested the removal of the oil layer from the pit in the 
"procesfi room," This was requested due to the fact Clean Sites, Inc.̂  
(CSI) hiad no plans to reirave the ail as it contained high levels of PO&s 
and the oil was starting to emulsify With the water in the pit. 

2* CSI had conpleted a surface soil investigation of the area on the east 
side of the property. It was indicated the saapling should be continued i p 
the area west of the building to coiiqplete the surface characterization of the 
entire site, 

3, The submitted work plans were very generic and lacked enough site-
specific information to give the Agency an understanding of what the 
Potential Responsible partys (PRPs) were proposing to do. 

During this site visit, a letter concerning the drums of napalm was 
delivered to th6 Dwight Thomas residence at Counsel's (CNSL) request. The 
Buxton residence was also visited to check on the status of the boat, 
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February 2 , 1987 

George Hess and Roy Crossland, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
returned to Holden, At the request of CNSL they delivered a follow-up 
letter to the Dwight Thomas residence. They also inspected the boat on the 
Buxton property. Two wipe samples (k358D001 and K358D002) were obtained 
from the boat in order for the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to make a 
health determination, While in Holden they met Mr, Buxton who gave them the 
fol9Eowing informations 

1, Mr, Buxton was given some processed PCB oil to try but never purchased 
it knowingly, 

2, He indicated a lot of people in the area used the oil, ^;>parently, 
when the oil was delivered it would still be "hot." He indicated Rose had 
Allis Chalirers, Kansas City, test the oil and reported it would increase 
horsepower by 25%, One problem was that the fuel would leak out of seals in 
the engine, 

3, According to Mr, Buxton, Lawder Oil, (Holden) purchased a lot of oil 
from Rose Chemical, Also, Kansas City, Missouri, was using the oil to run 
the city buses. It was his understanding the oil was used at the local 
asphalt plant. 

4, l̂ )parently Mr, Buxton contends Mr. McCoy moved the boat to it's present 
location without his prior knowledge. Also, Mr. McCoy used processed oil in 
his dozer, 

5, The last item Mr, Buxton indicated^ but Would not expound on, was why 
we were picking on the "little people," like himself, and not the 15 people 
high in the community. 

The items discussed at the facility with Cliff Kline of CSI are as 
folloî s, 

1, CSI showed the work plans submitted by Cheirl̂ aste on December 8, 1986, 
The plans were contained in three volumes. The first was labelled SPCC Plan 
and mostly contained the contigency plan provided by EPA and given to CSI* 
The second was a sanpling.and Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) 
Plan, This plan, approximately 17 pages, indicated the grid size for the 
surface soil samples as 50' x 50*.with 25 aliquots each. The last was the 
inventory plan, twelve pages in length, developed prior to the present 
computer system. The plans obviously contained more detail than the ones 
submitted by the PRPs to EPA, 

2, Apparently, CSI and Chenl̂ aste conduct a walk through inspection on a 
daily basis at the end of the day. 

3, CSI submitted an inventory computer printout (dated 1/29/87) which was 
given to Steve Kinser (EPA/SPFD) on 2/3/87. 



February 17, 1987 

Received call from a Ms, Rowan of Kirkwelding (221-3030) who was trying 
to locate seven gas weldlrg cylinders leased to Amercian Steel and American 
Steel's new address, (Ac^rently, American Steel owed money to Kirkwelding), 
The OSC indicated EPA rCT»ved four cylinders, 2 carbon dioxide, 1 argon and 1 
propane, Ms, Rowan requested to have the cylinders back when, or if, they 
are decontaminated, 

February 18, 1987 

Ed Skowronski indicated that, if the boat is to be left on site and or 
used as a hog house, it should be decontaminated down to 0,5 ug/per 100 cm̂ c 

February 20, 1987 

George Hess returned to the Holden facility. In addition to the site 
inspection, the draft work plans submitted the previous day were discussed, 
rrtie following items were discussed with Cliff Kline, 

1, PRPs need to address the 20 - 30 ppm PCBs at the storm sewer outfall and 
the creek, 

2, QA plan should indicate who is responsible for QA and how a problem will 
be corrected, 

3, Area of May spill by the loading dock should be addressed, 

4, Sanples should be stored in a secured area, 

5, The three aliquots from each bulk liquid tank will be combined to make 
one sanple per tank. 

During the site inspection, a security firm was on site to evaluate the 
facility. Due to the existing building restraints, it would be nearly 
inpossible to install an effective security system. ChemWaste discovered a 
storm sewer line between the north and south buildings, Mr, Kline wanted to 
know how to address the problem. It was indicated to sample sediment in 
intake and outfall. If contaminated, clean out the line accordingly, 

February 20, 1987 

Cliff Kline, CSI, was telephoned by George Hess, OSC, to go over the 
revised (2/87) Health and Safety Plan, The following items were discussed; 

1, The proposed water discharge level of 5 ppm is contrary to all 
discussions and recommendations pr(̂ >osed by the OSC through discussion with 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), personnel. The criteria should be the 
following; 



<1.0 ug/liter PCBs 
<1,0 ml/liter settleable solids w/50 minute retention time 

Mr. Kline indicated he would correct. The PRPs are to get an NPDES permit 
from the State of Missouri, so the OSC does not have to be onsite every 
time the PRPs need to discharge storm water, 

2, The safety plan and contingency plan should be consistent. The plans 
use two different hospitals in the event of emergencies. The plan should 
pick one or.the other or specifically mention both, 

3, The contingency plan should have the site telephone numbers listed, 

Feb&aary 24, 1987 ' 

Cliff Kline called to request the release of water from the bulk oil 
tank inpoundments. The western most bermed area was nondetected at 0.1 
ug/liter PCBs. The OSC agreed to allow them to slowly siphon the water out 
of this diked area and allow water to drain across the site. The tank farm 
pond by the west dock was 32 ug/liter PCBs. The OSC indicated water could 
not be released until treated and sanpled to <1 ug/liter PCBs, 

March 11, 1987 

George Hess was on site for a routine site inspection, Jim O'Brien was 
on site for CSI while Cliff Kline was on vacation. At the request of Martha 
Steincanp EPA/CNSL, CSI was shown the boat on the Buxton property. The 
following items were discussed. 

1, Apparently tank #ENR-051 contained a mixture of what appeared to be 
gasoline, kerosene and water. The materials were stratified in the tank and 
had a total PCB content of approximately 500 ppm. Mr, O'Brien indicated the 
material had a flash point of <70^F. The material would be transported-off 
site on 3/12/87 to the SCA incinerator near Chicago, Mr, O'Brien requested 
EPA be present during the transfer operation from the tank to the transport 
trucks. 

2, The OSC requested CSI to adjust the plastic sheeting covering items EPA 
returned during the removal action. Apparently, the bankruptcy trustee had 
an appraiser and a clean>up contractor onsite to inspect the items and they 
did not cover/recover all the items inspected. 

3, MDNR was expected to issue the permit, shortly, for the disposal of the 
Sewage Plant Sludge at the Double D Disposal Facility near Carrollton, 
Missouri, 

4, The official work plan resubmittal would be <ai March 16, 1987, 

5, ChemWaste would sign the SPCC plan, 

6, ChemWaste was in the process of phasing down and demobilizingi^ 



7, Due to a conversation the previous day between Gary Johnson and Bill 
Ward, Mr, O'Brien did not want to give the OSC any sanple data officially 
until the lawyers had come to some consensus, 

8, The new air monitoring results would be available on March 18, 1987. 

March 12, 1987 

Roy Crossland and George Hess were on site during the transfer 
operation of the contents of tank 51 to the transport trucks. The material 
was^Srainsported offsite in two 5,000 gallon trucks. The Holden poTCl&e 
chief was also at the site during the operation. 

March 16, 1987 

George Hess telephoned Cliff Kline and the following was discussed, 

1. CSI has received a permit from MDNR for the sewage sludge to go to the 
Carrollton disposal facility. Weather permitting, the material would be 
moved on March 18, 1987, 

2. When OientWaste leaves the site, the emergency equifHnent would still be 
available on site, 

3, CSI had not conpleted an application for an NPDES permit. This 
activity would become a higher priority now that CheniWaste activities were 
concluded, 

4. The move of the Buxton boat was discussed. The proposed place to store 
the boat is outside and to the west of the south building^ This location 
was agreed upon due to the fact the area is presently contaminated with PCBs 
at a level of 10 - 40 ppm. It was requested that the boat not be required 
to be bermed due to the constant maintenance required to discharge the 
collected storm water. It was indictated that the OSC would check intp that 
possibility. 

5, The OSC indicated approximately one drum of oontandnated rags would be 
returned to the site from the cleanup of the Hugh's Garage. 

6, Mr, Kline requested the OSC be onsite to show him the boat and discuss 
Administrative Order requirements, 

March 19, 1987 

George Hess was on site to meet with Cliff Kline, to monitor on-site 
progress and discuss PRP conpllance with the AO, During the inspection, 
ChemWaste was in the process of loading and transporting the Holden POTW 
stabilized sludge to Carrollton, Missouri, for disposal. The following items 
were addressed, 

1, The sanple results would be available to EPA after Henry Drushel (CSI -
QA/QC) reviewed and conpiled the report. This report should be available 
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the end of April or the first of May. The report would have the lab data and 
a site map showing sanple locations, 

2, On-site air sanpling data was obtained up through last week and will be 
transmitted through the PRPs, 

3, The revised work plans will be submtted by the Steering Committee, not 
CSI, 

4, Mr, Kline was reminded that the status reports submitted to EPA should 
include manifests ahd destruction papers. The OSC indicated the reports 
need to be more detailed and include a schedule of proposed activities. 
Also, it would be good to document EPA site visits and discussions, 

5, , j^parently, the contingency submitted in the work plans was for the 
activities while ChemWaste was on site. The equipment which is to remain on 
site would.consist of a trailer foam unit, bulk liquid tank (CMI) small spill 
clean-up materials, a backhoe or bobcat and probably one forklift. At the 
present time, no clean-up personnel would be on site when ChertWaste 
conpleted demobilization around ̂ ril 15, CSI is going to provide the 
Holden Fire Department with some contingency training. The vendor of the 
portable foam unit will teach the locals on it's useage. Arrangements are 
being made with the University of Missouri - Colutibia ;to put on a course for 
local responders on how to deal with an incident at the facility. 

6o If CSI is to provide any personnel and equipment for any inventory 
work, EPA will have to come to some agreement with the PRP Steering 
Committee. At the present time, CSI will not provide anything for the 
upcoming inventory work unless approved b̂ f the Generatpr CPmmittee, 

7, Cpncern was expressed abciit allegatipns made by the Carrollton group 
through the Bankruptcy Trustee that items returned to the site during the 
removal activities did not reach the site or have since left the site. 
CSI indicated nothing had left the site other than items requested by EPA to 
be removed (ie. sodium drums and other hazardous materials). When 
contractors leave the site, they will be checked. 

8, If the bankruptcy wants to look for items EPA has not returned to the 
site which the Carrollton group removed from the site prior to July 3, 1986, . 
Jerry Hollingworth, CSI (former Danguard Security Officer), indicated he and 
Cindy collier (Danguard Security Guard who has been on site since the 
beginning) could review their reports and conpare to what EPA retumed to 
the site. 

9, Prior to leaving Hplden, Cliff Kline and the OK: went to the Buxton 
property to inspect the boat and to obtain it's dimensions, (40* x 12' x 
approx, 16' high) 
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January 28, 1987 •, f ^ J i 2 ^ 3 . 2 -

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: October 1986, Immediate Removal fo r Rose Chemical, 'fAb'̂  Char lo t te , 
ancl the 0. Thomas, J . Knox, S. Hayes, D. McCoy, D. Huhn and 
C. Buxton Properties 

FROM: George Hess 
FIRI-:/EP?>R/ENSV 

TO: Charles P. Hensley 
Chief, EP;iR/ENSV 

An imntedi ate removal of PCf?-contami nated equipment that had o r i g i na l l y 
been located at 500 Uest McKissock, Holden, Missour i , was i n i t i a t e d . 
This was a f a c i l i t y where the Martha C. Rose Chemical Company, I n c . , 
American Steel Works, I n c . , Dust Suppression, I nc . , and W.C. Carolan 
Company, I n c . , had been located. 

A Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and L i a b i l i t y 
Act (CERCLA) 106 Order was issued on May 23, 1986, to the abovp companies 
to properly dispose of PCBs at that s i t P . Part of t h i s order required 
that PCBs not be removed from the 500 West McKissock f a c i l i t y u n t i l a 
disposal plan had been approved -nf by the Agency. Information gained 
from various sources indicated that material had been moved subsequent to 
issuance of t h i s Order to various locations around Johnson County, Missour i , 
and to 2459 Char lo t te , Kansas C i t y , Missour i , 

2459 Char lo t te , Kansas C i t y , Missouri 

I . This was the home o f f i ce of the above-mentioned corporat ions. Because 
of previous access problems, a warrant was obtained for access on October 3, 
1986. 

The removal star ted at 2459 Char lo t te , Kansas C i t y , Missour i , On 
October 7, 1986, the warrant was f i r s t given to Dwight Thomas who read i t 
and then indicated something to the ef fect that the EPA w i l l put them out 
of business. Mr. Thomas then escorted us (Ruben McCullers, B i l l Hare 
and George Hess) to Halter Carolan's o f f i ce where Halter and Jim Carolan 
read the warrant. Jim Carolan kept repeating that the warrant did not 
say spec i f i ca l l y what piece of equipment we were going t o take. Mr. McCullers' 
indicated the items that were previously sampled and found to be contaminated, 
and that EPA was prepared'to take addit ional samples of items where there 
is som<? question as t o whether the equipment was from Holden and contaminated. 

GH:hb:l:28:87 
FIRE FIRE EP&R 



Af ter the br ie f discussion, the group proceeded to the shop area. 
Mr. McCullers pointed out items which would be removed (fork l i f t , Mubea 
press, Hobart welder, Doall saw) plus the four t r a i l e r loads behind the 
shop. Several attempts were made to have the Carolan group iden t i f y what 
items in the shop area came from the Holden f a c i l i t y . The group would 
not iden t i f y or even comment on the items. At t h i s po in t , i t became 
apparent that the Carolan group was not going to cooperate wi th the 
removal ac t ion . Addi t ional sampling supplies were requested so a l l 
major items in the shop could be sampled. 

A l l wipe samples of equiprrent were obtained wi th gauze pads moistened 
wi th isooctane. Seventeen wipe samples were obtained from the major 
pieces of equipment, two so i l samples from under four t r a i l e r s and a f i e l d 
wipe blank were obtained on October 7, 1906. A l l sample wipes were measured 
wi th a cal iper and resul ts calculated to Ug/lOO cm" .̂ At one point in the 
morning, American Steel personnel were observed removing the fuel tank 
from the fork l i f t and then proceeded to remove the gas cyl inders from a 
thermo-dynamics welder (SN# L91105A177028H), Jim Carolan was inst ructed 
by Ruben McCullers not to remove any components o f f the equipment. 

Using EPA contractor 's t r a c t o r s , the f i r s t two 40-foot t r a i l e r s l e f t 
on October 7, 1986, at 0920 hours. The t r a i l e r s were hauled to the 
Holden f a c i l i t y and the t rac tors returned to 2459 Char lo t te . The remaining 
two 40-foot t r a i l e r s l e f t fo r Holden at 1400 hours. The former Rose 
f a c i l i t y at 500 West McKissock, Holden, Missour i , is now under the control 
of the primary lease holder, Lear/Siegler. Lear/Sieg1er has allowed the 
Martha C. Rose Steering Committee and the i r contractor . Clean S i tes , 
I n c . , to operate the s i t e . The PCB-contaminated equipment was returned 
with the knovjledge and consent df a l l of these pa r t i es . Pr ior to stopping 
work on October 7, 1986, the four t r a i l e r s were secured Inside the former 
American Steel Works section of the f a c i l i t y . The four 40-foot t r a i l e r s 
were the only items removed from the Charlot te f a c i l i t y on October 7, 
1985. An inventory of the items on the t r a i l e r s was prepared and a copy 
give to Clean S i tes , I n c . , on October 10, 1986. 

On October 9, 1986, the removal of items resumed at 2459 Char lo t te ; 
sample resul ts had indicated they were PCB-contaminated in excess of the 
National I ns t i t u t e of Occupation, Safety and Health (NIOSH) recommendation, 
100 ug/100cm2 (which the Occupational Safety and Health Administrat ion [OSHA] 
acknowledges). This determination was based on the fact that material 
above NIOSH levels had to have been contaminated whi le at Holden, Missour i , 
as Jim Carolan said no PCBs were handled at the 2459 Charlotte s i t e . The 
items removed consisted of a Do-All band saw (EPA sample #FKJ8D007), fork 
l i f t #566 (EPA sample #FKJ8D008), a Mubea Press (EPA sample #FKJ8000y) 
and a Hobart Welder (EPA sample #FKJ8D010). This equipment was loaded on 
the contractor vehicles and an inventory was prepared. A copy of the 
inventory was provided to Clean S i tes , Inc. 

Some problems developed when the fork l i f t was to be loaded. American 
Steel personnel had removed the propane fuel cy l inder . I inst ructed 
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Jim Carolan to put the cylinder back that was on it October 7, 1986. 
Mr. Carolan then instructed the American Steel personnel to put on a 
propane cylinder which obviously had not been on the lift (the employees 
had to change the fittings on the cylinder just to hook it up to the 
lift). After the cylinder was on, it became apparent that the lift (which 
had been working fine on October 7, 1986) now had a dead battery and the 
propane tank American Steel had just installed was empty. At this point, 
Mr. Hare, EPA, proceeded to the gas bottle storage area and picked up the 
only cylinder with fuel and had ERCS (EPA Contractor personnel) attach it 
to the lift (the bottle had the proper fittings for the lift so no adjustments 
were made to the bottle). After the equipment was loaded, it was transported 
to Holden and placed in the American Steel section of the facility. While 
ERCS had a boom truck in Holden, they proceeded to Mr. Thomas' property 
and picked up a large press (EPA sample /*07158628500101), (See refr»rence 
below to Mr. Thomas' removal). 

No work was performed on October 11-12, 1986, while the Regional Lab 
continued analysis of samples obtained earlier in the week. On October 13, 
1986, Mr. McCullers and I reviewed the available data and concluded that 
all the machinery sampled showed PCB levels over 100 ug/100 cm*̂ . Two 
loads of equipment were removed from 2459 Charlotte on October 13, 1986, 
by the ERCS contractors. Due to the results of previous sampling, more 
items at the 2459 Charlotte were sampled. Fifteen samples were obtained 
from the remaining Items in the shop area and basement on this date. 

On October 15, 1986, the removal resumed at 2459 Charlotte to begin 
drumming hand tools. The hand tools correspond with EPA sample #K158D022 
and 045. After the drums were closed they were sealed with EPA custody 
seals. 

Jim Carolan was informed that the majority of items sampled were 
well over OSHA health criteria and, as a result, could cause health problems 
if workers were not protected. 

Two loads of material were taken from 2459 Charlotte to Holden. 
When ERCS started to load steel sheeting, Ms. Gudde, American Steel, 
indicated she knew some of the steel did not come from Holden but was 
purchased since the operation was moved to Kansas City. I Indicated that 
if American Steel Works would provide documentation and a statement that 
the material had not been at the Holden facility the material would be 
left. Attached is the documentation provided. 

October 16, 1986, was the last day the removal action was at the 
Charlotte facility. The remaining items which sample results indicated 
were PCB-contaminated were removed. Mr. Walter Carolan Indicated the 
sodium solution removed the previous day could be potentially dangerous 
if it got wet; Rose Chemical did not use the material because it was off 
specifications. Also, Mr. Carolan indicated he was concerned about the 
safety associated with using a fork lift in the eastern portion of the 
shop, Mr. Carolan also explained that Dust Suppression Systems sells 



materials u t i l i z e d by power companys for the of f loading and handling of coal 
at e l e c t r i c generation p lants . He fur ther stated W.C. Carolan Company, I n c . , 
(WCCI) had analyzed a sample of the f l oo r and the band saw which EPA 
removed and t h e i r resul ts showed no PCB arochlors. As fa r as he was 
concerned, the regulations say material has to be decontaminated wi th 
rags and he legal ly can decontaminate equipment using o i l wi th up to 60 ppm 
PCBs. Mr. Carolan indicated EPA does not fo l low t h e i r own or OSHA's 
recommendations and from a pol icy standpoint EPA is not consistent . He 
indicated EPA lawyers would not le t his f i rm decon t h e i r equipment even 
i f they used high-pressure washing. He stated that as a resul t of these 
act ions, the EPA was forc ing American Steel i n to bankruptcy. 

Later in the day, Ms, Gudde inquired about our c r i t e r i a for removing 
items. I indicated i f the items were over 100 ug/100 cm^ the item was 
removed, i f the item was under 100 ug/100 cm^ but over 10 ug/100 cm^, the 
decision to remove the items would be decided on a case-by-case basis. 
The removal was completed at 1950 hours; I indicated to Jim Carolan we 
were f in ished under the warrant, Mr. Carolan asked i f they (American 
Steel) could straighten up the shop area and sweep the f l o o r . I said 
that since the f l oo r sample came back "non detect , " I t should be okay. I 
relayed t o him that I had not received a l l the resul ts from samples taken 
at his f a c i l i t y ; i . e . , the basement and the Bentley. Mr. Carolan's f i n a l 
comment was that he did not understand EPA's concern for a bunch of old 
equipment. 

During the time removal a c t i v i t i e s were being performed at 2459 
Char lo t te , American Steel 's representat ive, Ms. Gudde, was present. Ms. 
Gudde took what appeared to be extensive notes of what was removed and 
what was sampled. Jim Carolan and another person who would not i den t i f y 
himself photographed port ions of the removal. Another man, d r i v ing a 
Mercedes-Benz w i th Johnson County l icense #J0S4529, would not i den t i f y 
himself but claimed to have legal author i ty to be on the property, would 
stop and photograph EPA personnel and contractors on occasion. Mr. Carolan 
indicated he did not know who the man was and he was not working fo r 
WCCI. 

On December 2, 1986, the Carolan Group, through t h e i r attorney (James 
Anderson) granted the EPA voluntary access to remove the spec i f i c items 
known by EPA to be PCB-contaminated. The items were sampled during the 
October removal but could not be removed p r io r t d the court warrant 
exp i r i ng . An inventory of the items removed during t h i s act ion is 
attached (memo to Scott Pemberton dated December 5, 1986). 

The removal started at 0900 hours on December 2. Bob Fine, TAT and 
Rick Leo f f l e r , RES/ERCS contractor , met Joyce Gudde at the 2459 Charlotte 
f a c i l i t y . Unknown persons had moved the items to be returned to Holden 
from the basement to the shop area. The Bentley car, which previously 
had been along the east wall of the shop, had been moved closer to the 
middle of the room and the radiator had been removed. The ent i re day was 
spent loading, unloading and t ranspor t ing 114 empty 55-gallon drums. The 



drums were painted light blue and had "dust suppression" labels when 
sampled in October; when we came to remove them, the Dust Supresslon 
labels had been removed. The majority of the drums were placed In the 
yellow box trailer which previously had been on the McCoy property. 

While at the Charlotte facility, I asked Ms. Gudde if Dwight Thomas was 
in the office today. She indicated Mr. Thomas had been layed off. I explained 
1 needed to get in touch with him to see if he would allow EPA to voluntarily 
remove two drums from his property. She indicated she would see him that 
night and if Mr. Thomas agreed, would even pick up and deliver the drums the 
following day in her pickup truck. At 1540 hours, I reached Mr. Thomas at 
his home by telephone. Mr. Thomas indicated EPA had been on his property 
enough and I should be happy now that we have the Bentley. I explained that 
Ms. Gudde had offered to pick up the material. Mr. Thomas agreed to let 
her remove the two drums from his property (EPA Sample * K 1 D 8 D 0 5 3 and 050). 

On December 3, 1986, the remaining items were removed from 2439 Charlotte. 
We attempted to resample the short vat and remove any doubt as to the 
previous sample. Ms. Gudde asked Jim Carolan if we could sample the vat 
in the shop; he indicated EPA could not sample the vat until it was removed 
or EPA obtained a'warrant. As a result, the vat was sampled after it was 
loaded onto the truck. 

The Bentley was removed from fhe facility in the morning and transported 
by Booth's Towing Service (816/444-4496) on a tilt-bed truck. Prior to 
loading the car, plastic sheeting was placed on the bed of the truck and 
the car was then put on the truck and wrapped in plastic. After the 
plastic was secured and PCB stickers were placed on all four sides, the 
car was escorted to Holden. 

Prior to leaving the site, the basement was inspected to confirm that all 
the material was removed. James Anderson was present and asked if we had 
everything we came for. I indiciated we had everything except that I noticed 
the radiator had been removed from the car. He then asked if the Bentley 
was at Holden. I said it was delivered to the Holden facility and was 
being stored in the south building. He indicated he had his doubts as to 
its location. At this point, Ms. Gudde indicated she had some neighbor 
kids clean the floor and straighten up the shop and they may have stolen 
the radiator off the car. Anderson left the shop area and then returned 
five minutes later and stated his client did not have the Bentley radiator. 
The removal ended at 1505 hours at the Charlotte address. After taking 
the material to the Holden facility and unloading, I returned to the Lab 
to find out that at 1555 hours Booth Towing Service had called. Apparently 
a woman identifying herself as an employee of American Steel called and 
stated Booth's truck and driver were contaminated with PCBs, I contacted 
Joe Booth and explained the procedure used to handle the car and offered 
to sample the truck and drivers clothes if he was concerned in any way, 
Mr. Booth indicated he did not feel it was necessary. 



Dwight Thomas Properties 

On October 8, 1986, the removal activities were focused on the Dwight 
Thomas properties. At 0930 hours, a warrant was served to Mr. Thomas at 
his home. Mr. Thomas indicated that he personnelly owned both the trailers 
containing scrap steel. Based on this, the steel from the smaller trailer 
was placed on the larger trailer which was constructed of the same type 
steel storage racks which existed at American Steel and located on the 
McCoy property. In the red storage building next to his home were two 
large electric motors and a Lincoln welder (SN#408310). Mr. Thomas 
indicated the welder had never been at the Holden facility. Based on his 
statement, the welder was sampled (a split sample was given to Mr. Thomas). 

When Mr. Thomas was asked to unlock the storage building near the 
county road, Mr. Thomas indicated that nothing from Rose Chemical was in 
the building and he did not own the property. Mr. McCullers explained 
that the search was done under a previous warrant. When Mr. McCullers 
indicated he knew some material from 500 West McKissock was in the building, 
Mr. Thomas started arguing that EPA had trespassed without definite knowledge 
of ownership, so we decided not to press entry into that shed. Mr. McCullers 
and Mr. Hare visited the Johnson County Court House and determined that 
the property was owned by a Donald and Barbara Huhn, Webster Groves, Missouri. 

After completing the removal of scrap steel and obtaining samples 
at Mr. Thomas' residence, the removal action proceeded on to Mr. Thomas' 
former residence on Highway VV. It was apparent that when we arrived at 
the portion of the property were the material was stored, the majority of 
the welding rods had been removed. Mr. Thomas Indicated the rods had not 
belonged to American Steel but that he had purchased them at an auction 
in Odessa, Missouri. When it was pointed out to him that the remaining 
box of rods were marked American Steel he indicated he did not know who 
had owned them prior to his purchasing them at the auction. 

Because of space limitations at the Holden facility, ERCS spent the 
majority of the day on October 14, 1986, moving debris in the American 
Steel shop area to make room for more equipment. 

In the afternoon, the Lincoln welder (SN# 408310) was picked up at 
Mr. Thomas' (EPA sample K158DU27). The welder was under 100 ug/100 cm? 
but was still well over the permit level of 10 ug/100 cm^ (actual result 
82+ ug/100 cm^). While on the Thomas property, four 55-gallon drums were 
sampled (EPA sample #K158D049-052). The drums were sampled since it appeared 
they all had PCB stickers on the drums at one time and the fact that Mr. 
Eaglson Indicated Mr. Thomas took PCB oil from the Holden facility. One 
of the samples (K158D051) was reported by Mr. Thomas to be jellied petroleum. 
Two drums of this material were observed during the inspection, one open 
and the other a closed ring-top drum. The closed drum was the one sampled 
since the open drum of material had developed a hard rubbery surface 
which would have made sampling difficult. During this Inspection, Mr. 
Thomas said he had received a degree in chemistry from Central Missouri 
State University (CMSU) in Warrensburg. 



Mr. McCullers asked where the equipment that had been on the truck 
was now Mr. Thomas said he took it with the Hays' material to Charlotte. 
Mr. McCullers stated that it was not there. Mr, Thomas said it must have 
been stolen. 

Since Mr. Thomas did not identify the contents of the drums, we 
decided to sample them. Because one drum looked as if it had leaked oil, we 
opened it and saw a jellied petroleum product, then closed it. He said 
the material came from Virginia. 

We later determined the jellied pertroleum was napalm that American 
Steelworks, Inc., had received from the Department of Navy to decommission 
as a test. Although the sample collected of the napalm on October 14, 
1986, indicated 44+ ppm of PCBs, we decided not to remove the material to 
Holden because of the ignitabiiity of the material. Mr. McCullers contacted 
Mr. Thomas.who promised to send the material to ENSCO for incineration. 

On December 15, 1986, Mr. Thomas Indicated he had received Mr. 
Rompage's letter outlining disposal requirements of the napalm and will 
respond to it in the next day or two. Mr. Thomas indicated he had sampled 
the material and sent it to a local firm. He confirmed the material 
was a RCRA waste. When asked who was working with him on the material he 
indicated Dennis Nix, Kingsville and Envirosure. He was still attempting 
to find a facility to dispose of the material. 

Jim Knox Property - Holden, Missouri 

The material on the Knox property apparently was placed there by 
Mr. Charles Buxton who owns property adjacent to the Knox's. The items 
consisted of electric motors, electrical equipment, plumbing fixtures and 
miscellaneous small items. The items were being stored in a shed with a 
dirt and gravel floor approxiamtely 200 feet northeast of the.Knox residence. 
After lunch on October 8, 1986, the items were picked up by the ERCS 
contractor. After removal of the items, a soil sample was obtained under 
where the items had been located (K158D028). The results indicate residual 
contamination at less than 1 ppm PCBs. 

Charles Buxton - Holden, Missouri 

After completing the removal at the Knox property, the ERCS contractor 
proceeded to the Buxton property, Mr. Buxton was present on site so I 
told him what we were planning to remove, Mr. Buxton said Mr. Thomas 
and a woman (he thought the name may be Gudde) had made an inventory of 
the items on his property and the Knox property, Mr. Buxton contends that 
EPA has found only 1/3 of the items and that some went to St, Louis. 
Prior to completing the removal on October 16, 1986, the boat on the 
Buxton property was covered with plastic sheeting, it was not returned to 
the Holden facility due to the following factors: 



"=• the PCB wipe sample (K158D003) showed total PCBs at less than 
100 ug/100 cm2; 

° there was no room to store the boat indoors at the Holden facility; 
and 

° due to the size of the boat, moving it could amount to considerable 
effort and expense. 

Until a health determination is made on the boat, it will remain at 
the Buxton property. Mr. Buxton agreed to dike the boat which he did the 
end of November to reduce any surface runoff threat. The boat has been 
posted on all four sides as PCB contaminated. After the boat was secured 
on November 16, the overhead door at the American Steel portion of the 
Holden facility was secured. The door had not worked properly since 
American Steel left the facility on July 3, 1986. 

The boat has been, and will be, checked occasionally in an attempt 
to keep it covered and monitor its status until a final determination is 
made on its future, 

Sharon Hayes Property - Holden, Missouri 

Sharon Hayes, former office manager at the Rose facility, had granted 
the Carolan Group permission to temporarily store four flat-bed trailers 
and two fork lifts on the same property that had been rented to Pat Perrin, 
Holden facility plant manager. The four trailers were removed from the 
Hayes property by the Carolan Group to the Charlotte location (EPA removed 
the four trailers from the Charlotte facility to the Holden facility on 
October 7, 1986), 

While the ERCS workers loaded up the items at the Knox property. 
Rick Leoffler, ERCS response manager, proceeded to the Hayes' property to 
make arrangements to remove the remaining two fork lifts, Sharon Hayes 
showed us the location of the fork lifts. Mrs. Hayes asked if we (EPA) 
had found the capacitor chipper. She indicated Mr, Thomas and Ms, Gudde 
probably are the only people who know its location. Apparently, it was on 
Mr. Thomas' property prior to the inspection under the first search 
vi/arrant, Mrs, Hayes also indicated that prior to her leaving employment at 
American Steel, Mr. Thomas left work early to have $11 thousand transferred 
to a personnal bank account. 

On October 10, 1986, two fork lifts (Enerco and Hyster Model /*870) 
were removed from the Hayes' property. While on the property, two soil 
samples were obtained. One sample (K158D030) was in the vicinity where 
the four flat-bed trailers had been stored prior to moving them to the 
Charlotte location, the other (K1580031) was collected in the vicinity of 
the Hyster forklift in what appeared to be oil-stained soil. The sample In 
the vicinity of the forklift indicated PCBs over 50 ppm so on October 20, 
1986, two 55-gallon drums of soil and rock were moved from the spill 



area. The area was resampled (K25B0007) and the results indicated residual 
PCBs at less than 1 ppm. This removal is now considered completed. 

Donald Huhn - Holden 

Nothing was removed from the Huhn property (adjacent to thp Dwight 
Thomas property) until November 7, 1986, when the legal owner (Mr. Huhn) 
had been contacted and arrangements were made to meet Mr. Huhn and remove 
what Items were in the building. An inventory of the removed items was 
given to Mr, Huhn. A copy of the inventory from the Huhn property has 
been supplied to Clean Sites. 

A wipe sample (K258D001) was obtained from the ares where the material 
was stored. The results indicated residual PCB contamination at 120+ 
ug/lOOcm^. Due to problems with the overhead door at the American Steel 
Works portion of the Holden facility, the items from the Huhn property 
were placed in the warehouse just south of the old main office, with the 
exception of four office chairs which were placed in the office where the 
office furniture from the McCoy property is being stored. 

On December 18, 1986, the items stored in the warehouse south of the 
office were moved into the American Steel area by Don Sandifer, EPA, 
Helen Holm, TAT, and myself. The small items were placed in a 4x4-foot 
plywood- box lined with plastic sheeting. 

Miscellaneous Notes 

Everything removed under this removal was returned to the 
Holden facility. The majority of the items were placed in the former 
shop area of American Steel and covered with plastic sheeting. The office 
furniture from the McCoy and Huhn properties was placed in the former 
main office in a small office across from where tho records are being 
kept. The Bentley was placed in the southern end of the south building. 
The yellow box trailer from the McCoy property is in a diked area at the 
west end of the main building and was filled with empty drums from the 
December 2 removal. 

While working at the Rose facility on October 10, 1986, an ex-employee. 
Bob Eagleson (phone # 816/732-6503) stopped by the facility. Mr. Eagleson 
Indicated he was a truck driver for Rose Chemical for the last year. 
Initially, he was paid by the W.C. Carolan Company, then by American 
Steel and, lastly, by Martha Rose Chemical Company. Mr. Eagleson indicated 
Mr. Pat Perrin ran the plant on a daily basis. According to Eagleson, 
Mr. Perrin took nerve medicine and It was not uncommon for him to wear a 
hand gun at work. The majority of the scrap metal which left Martha Rose 
was sent to Asner Brothers (James Street, Kansas City, Kansas) or to National 
Compressed Steel (Cheyenne, Kansas City, Kansas). Mr. Eagleson Indicated \ 
Mr. Thomas told him he used PCB oil in his farm tractor. The whole time "", 
Mr. Eagleson worked at the Holden facility the old Bentley was stored in 
the shop. The Rose mechanic (Gary works at the farm tractor shop just 



i t) 

north of the f a c i l i t y on Highway 131) apparently worked at the f a c i l i t y 
fo r most of the f i rm 's existence whi le in Holden. Mr, Eagleson indicated 
that Rose appeared to be in f inanc ia l d i f f i c u l t y s t a r t i ng in November 1985, 
because b i l l s were not get t ing pa id . Mr. Eagleson Indicated he s t i l l has 
load t i cke ts for the 19M6 loads of PCB waste he del ivered to the various 
hazardous waste l a n d f i l l s . 

While i n Holden on October 14, 1986, Jerry Holl ingsworth (former 
Danguard Security guard now a Clean Sites employee), related to me that 
McCoy had t o l d him that he used PCB o i l (reported to be <50 ppm) to 
run his dozer. Apparently, he had approximately 16,000 gallons of tankage 
at a piece of farm property. 

Attached are the Following: 

1 . Statement by American Steel of items never at the Holden f a c i l i t y 

?.. Inventory of October removal 

3. TSCA inventory of iteras removed from the Huhn property 

4. Inventory of the Hayes November removal and the Carolan group December 
Removal 

5. Photocopies of photos from removal actions 


